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Study Context

Today’s presentation arose out of a research study called School is Such a Chore!
which focused on two questions:

1. How does experiential learning through agriculture foster curricular
connections and life skills in K-6 students?

2. How does an agricultural learning environment shape students’ relationship
with school?

This research is funded by the Alberta Education Research Partnerships Program



Research Site

e Where? New Prairie Agriculture School - rural school in western Canada

e What? Focused on teaching provincial curriculum through an agricultural lens.
Agricultural literacy, land stewardship, and experiential learning are all
important to the school’s philosophy

e When? Over 100 years old, closed in 2020 due to low enrollment, reopened
in 2021 as public charter school

e Who? Was K-6 at the time of the study, barnyard animals that students are
tasked with taking care of (goats, sheep, steers, ducks, chickens)

e Why? To counter the “cultural derogation of rural life” (Fulkerson & Thomas, 2016,
p. 1)



Benefits of Researching with Children & Youth:
A Brief Inventory

e Communication sKills (Kirshner & O’Donoughue, 2001; Ferguson et al., 2023)
e Confidence (Kellett, 2005; Messiou & Lowe, 2023)

e Agency (Cuevas-Parra & Tisdall 2019; Sandoval & Messiou 2022)

e Understanding of research processes (Pinter & Zandian, 2015)

e Ethics (Fleming, 2013)

e Teamwork

e Perspective-taking

e Sense of purpose/belonging (Graham et al., 2014)



What are the benefits
to adults when they
work with young co-
researchers?



Analytical Approach

Sensitizing Concept:
e Non-restrictive guidance of analysis (Blumer, 1954)

Reciprocal Act:
e “Children often have few formal opportunities to give something back to

adults, to people they respect and care about who are not related to them”
(Skelton, 2008, p. 25).

Reflexive Thematic Analysis (RTA):
e “Open and organic” coding (Braun & Clarke, 2019, p. 334)

e Using “researcher’s subjectivity as a resource” (Braun & Clarke, 2021, p. 330)



Narratives of Insight



Leah’s Perspective:



Driving the Narrative

e Teaching Quality Standard: Fostering Effective Relationships (Government of
Alberta, 2023)

e Social-emotional side of research (e.g. Skelton, 2008; Pope, 2020)
e Research as a process where learning occurs (Skauge et al., 2021)

e Student Researchers as active “experts” in their social conditions (Bradbury-
Jones & Taylor, 2015, p. 162).



Care for Participants

Student Co-Researchers demonstrated rigour in:
e Assessing participant comfort
e Adapting questions to participant age

e Expanding on questions and answers

Students conducting a mock interview.



Care for Co-Researchers

Student Co-Researchers
e Exhibited strong teamwork

e Celebrated learning and achievement

e Questioned fairness in the research
process

Psychic Rewards (Lortie, 1975; Hargreaves, 1999)

e Acceptance of adult researchers: respect
for non-familial adults (Skelton, 2008)
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Rae Ann's Perspective:



Driving the Narrative

e Confessions of a Rural Kid
o Push back against the deficit view of rural education (Corbett, 2020)

o Reclaim rural roots while still belonging in academic spaces (Dews & Law,
1995; Thiel, 2016)

e Kids as Capable (and Willing) Researchers

o Able to witness students taking a larger role in the research process than
| was able to accomplish during my dissertation work, including in
knowledge mobilization

e Relinquishing Control

o Facilitator rather than researcher



Key Takeaways



Reciprocal Act in Research: Care and Joy

e Care
o Highlights research as a teaching/learning endeavour for all involved
e Joy
o Witnessing the growth of students as researchers and community
members/leaders
o Joy plays a dual role as “metric and intervention tool” (Kravchenko. 2023,
para. 10) which can redefine what success looks like in a study setting



Impact: “What matters in this research?”

We consider: How did the research shape
connections, create meaning, and nurture
growth for all involved?

Research can look different than it is
typically showcased in academia

Making research accessible

Research is intricately related to teaching
and service

Psychic rewards in research, just as in
teaching

Rural matters

é;cﬁw* 'r\wrerl'j ™ o
WY cnj)

mggm
0;—1\

From:

Manutactured for © Mello Sm ello® 6010 Earle Brow
wy.mellesmello.com MADE IN CHINA » BN G15720?J %24 Lpo, il




References

Blumer, H. (1954). What is wrong with social theory? American Sociological Review, 1(9), 3-10. doi:10.2307/ 2088165

Bradbury-Jones, C., & Taylor, J. (2015). Engaging with children as Chall ter-chall and solutions. International Journal of Social Research Methodology, 18(2), 161-173. hps:/doi.org/10.1080/13645579.2013 864589

Braun, V., & and Clarke, V. (2019). Reflecting on reflexive thematic analysis. Qualitative Research in Sport, Exercise and Health, 11(4), 589-597. hitps:/doi.org/10 1080/2159676X.2019 1628806

Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2021). The ebbs and flows of qualitative research: Time, change, and the slow wheel of interpretation. In B. C. Clift, J. Gore, S. Gustafsson, S. Bekker, 1. C. Batlle, & J. Hatchard (Eds.), Temporality in qualitative inquiry: Theories, methods and practices (pp. 22 - 38). Routledge.
Corbett, M. (2020). Learning to leave: The irony of schooling in a coastal community. West Virginia University Press.
Cuevas-Parra, P., & Tisdall, E. K. M. (2019). Child-led research: Questioning knowledge. Social Sciences, 8(2), Article 44. hi(ps. 1g/10.3390/50¢5¢iR020044

Dews, C. L. B., & Law, C. L. (1995). This fine place so far from home: Voices of academic from the working class. Temple.

Ferguson, K. N., Coen, S. E., & Gilliland, J. (2023). “It helped me feel like a »: Reflections on a capacity-building program to support teens as co-researchers on a participatory project. Journal of Adolescent Research, 1 - 32. hitps://doi.org/10.1177/07435584231176992
Fleming, J. (2013). Young people’s participation: Where next? Children & Society, 27(6), 484-495. hitps:/doi.org/10.1111/1,1099-0860.2012,00442

Fulkerson, G. M., & Thomas, A. R. (2019). Ur ivity: Reality, rep and everyday life. Lexington Books.

Government of Alberta. (2023). Teaching quality standard. liips://open.alberta.ca/publications/teaching-gualitv-standard

Graham, A. P., Phelps, R. A., Nhung, H. T. T., & Geeves, R. (2014). Researching with children in Vietnam: Cultural, methodological and ethical ideration. Qualitative Research, 14(1), 37 — 60. Witps:/doiorg/10 1177/146879411245503

Hargreaves, A. (1999). The psychic rewards (and annoyances) of teaching. In M. Hammersley, (Ed.), Researching school experiences: Ethnographic studies of teaching and learning (pp. 85-104). Routledge.

Kellett, M. (2005). Children as active A new research digm for the 21st century? ESRC National Centre for Research Methods. pp. 36. Wips://oro.open.acuk/7539
Lortie, D. C. (1975). Sct her: A sociological study. University of Chicago Press.
Messiou, K., & Lowe, A. (2023). Developing student-researchers in primary schools through inclusive inquiry. Educational Action Research. Advance online publication. hitps://doi.org/10.1080/09650792.2023 2298418

Ochacka, J., & Janzen, R. (2014). Breathing life into theory. Illustrations of community-based research: Hallmarks, functions and phases. Gateways: International Journal of Community Research and Engagement, 7, 18- 33.

Pope, E. M. (2020). From participants to Methodological ions to a qualitative case study. The Qualitative Report, 25(10), 3749-3761. https://doi,org/10.46743/2160-3715/2020,4394

Pinter, A., & Zandian, S. (2015). ‘I thought it would be tiny little one phrase that we said, in a huge big pile of papers: Children’s reflections on their involvement in participatory research. Qualitative Research, 15(2), 235 — 250. Qttps:/doi.org/ 77/1468794112465637

Sandoval, M., & Messiou, K. (2022). Students as researchers for promoting school improvement and inclusion: A review of studies. International Journal of Inclusive Education, 26(8), 780-795. hitps://doiorg/10,1080/13603116.2020.1730456

Skauge, B., Storhaug, A. S., Mathinsen, E. (2021). The what, why, and how of child participation— A review of the lization of “child participation” in child welfare. Social Sciences, 10(2), Article 54. https://doi.org/10.3390/s0¢5¢i10020054

Skelton, T. (2008). Research with children and young people: Exploring the tensions between ethics, p and participation. Children’s G iphies, 6(1), 21-36. https://doi.org/10,1080/14733280701791876

Strand, K., Marullo, S., Cutforth, M., Stoecker, R., & Donohue. (2003). Principles of best practice for community-based research. Michigan Journal of Community Service Learning, 9(30), 5-15.

Thiel, J. J. (2016). Working-class women in academic spaces: Finding our muchness. Gender and Education, 28(5), 662 — 673. litips:/doi.org/10.1080/09540253.2015.109191



https://doi.org/10.1080/13645579.2013.864589
https://doi.org/10.1080/2159676X.2019.1628806
https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci8020044
https://doi.org/10.1177/07435584231176992
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1099-0860.2012.00442.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1099-0860.2012.00442.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1099-0860.2012.00442.x
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/teaching-quality-standard
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/teaching-quality-standard
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/teaching-quality-standard
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/teaching-quality-standard
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/teaching-quality-standard
https://doi.org/10.1177/1468794112455038
https://oro.open.ac.uk/7539/
https://doi.org/10.1080/09650792.2023.2298418
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2020.4394
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2020.4394
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2020.4394
https://doi.org/10.1177/1468794112465637
https://doi.org/10.1080/13603116.2020.1730456
https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci10020054
https://doi.org/10.1080/14733280701791876
https://doi.org/10.1080/09540253.2015.1091918

